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BUREAU OF THE MINT, 




// 






■ September 7, .1892. 


^Superintendent' Mint U. S.i, 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


Sir: 


For some time past it has been noticed by the As^ayer of this 


Bureau that your gold coins cracked'badly when'rolled. An .examination 
showed the presence of arsenic and antimony. A sample of the copper 
used'in'alloying has since been .examined, and showed the .presence :of 
an .excessive amount-of both arsenic and antimony. 


The amounts are as .follows: 


Arsenic. 
Antimony ' 


.,o;ii .of'.one per cent, 
. 04o of :one per cent. 


% 

These'.percentages ■ ace-certairily verylargeifor'copper used in- 


alloying.our coins. 




You will take such measures- as you-deem necessaryto secure a 


>Res-pectfully yours. 



better'grade .of copper. 
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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
September 7, 1892 

Superintendent Mint U.S., 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Sir: 


For some time past it has been noticed by the Assayer of this Bureau that your gold coins 
cracked badly when rolled. An examination showed the presence of arsenic and antimony. A 
sample of the copper used in alloying has since been examined, and showed the presence of an 
excessive amount of both arsenic and antimony. 

The amounts are as follows: 

Arsenic .... .011 of one per cent. 

Antimony .... .046 of one per cent. 

These percentages are certainly very large for copper used in alloying our coins. 

You will take such measures as you deem necessary to secure a better grade of copper. 

Respectfully yours, 

E.O. Leech 

Director. 



